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          From the Editor  
 
How important is the work of faculty members who spend time, exercise patience, and 
invest resources to ensure students are provided with strong service-learning 
opportunities? What impact are college-community partnerships yielding for the 
community, the world, and college students? These questions guide the work of many 
who read our journal and inform the articles in this newest issue of Partnerships: A 
Journal of Service-Leaning and Civic Engagement. 
 
Scholars from three Canadian-based universities provide empirical evidence that 
service-learning courses and programs (as compared to community service) have the 
potential to encourage students to do a little bit more than they might do otherwise, in 
order to complete academic assignments. This article details the results from 
participants in a community exercise program for individuals with physical and 
intellectual disabilities. When college students do a little bit more, the authors 
conclude, “a structured, academic backbone” leads to deepened community and civic 
engagement. The evidence these authors provide is compelling and is the foundation of 
a strong argument for enhancing efforts to more deeply embed service-learning into 
academic instruction. 
 
Dr. Maitoza’s article similarly situates her study of service-learning activity with an 
under-resourced population, but in this case, it is with at-risk youth. Using qualitative 
and quantitative measures, and involving research methods students in the work, Dr. 
Maitoza reports that pro-social behaviors rose among youth, prompting her and the 
community agency to develop plans for deepening, expanding, and formalizing a 
mentoring program suitable for additional, longitudinal studies. This research 
illustrates, concretely, how scholars in the field are recognizing the need for follow-up 
and long-term analysis of impact. 
 
The recently released United Nations report on global warming (2018) issued an urgent 
call for policy changes and attitude adjustments by in order to avert irreversible threats 
to human and the planet. In the final article in this issue, authors Wright, Keel and 
Kellar likewise put out a call that scholars ought to attend to the ecological conditions 
of our world by pairing service-learning and sustainability traditions for new 
partnerships and eco-friendly outcomes. Their research concludes that co-mingling 
these scholarly areas holds promise for shifting behaviors, practices, and policies 
toward a greater focus on eco-justice, which the world requires for its very survival. 
 
With this issue, we introduce a new member to the Partnerships editorial team, Sarah 
Britt, a graduate student in communication studies at the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro. She began work this summer behind the scenes to manage the journal’s 
flow and processes of production. 
 
As Partnerships completes its first decade of publication with this issue, we remain 
committed to featuring academic articles that recognize successful engaged learning 
depends on effective partnerships between students, faculty, community agencies, 
administrators, and disciplines. We continue to encourage scholars from all fields to 
share the results of their research with our readers in this way so that together, our 
work and our writing can have greater impact with an even larger audience. 
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